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and will take vengeance dire ! * If it were indeed Jonah
that lies there, there might-be something in the argument ;
for the Prophet is known to have had a temper. But it is
not he. After all, seeing that his prophecy of the destruction
of Nineveh was not fulfilled, the top of the mound that
covers the ruins of the city is perhaps the one spot of earth
where it is quite impossible for him to be buried ! As a
matter of fact, the mosque is an old Nestorian church, once
the cathedral of that body in the days when their inde-
pendent patriarchate was in Mosul; and the occupant of the
tomb is John the Lame, a worthy Patriarch of the thirteenth
century, who now gets compensation for a life of hardship
in his posthumous honours as Jewish Prophet and Mussulman
Saint.
Mar John the Lame was a friend to knowledge and learning
in his life ; and it must be a real annoyance to the good old
man to think that his corpse has been made into an obstacle
to both of them now that he has done with it!
Only one of the treasures of the palace has ever come to
light, viz. a pair of bronze oxen, found in the ptocess of
cleaning out the well in the court of the mosque. These
"idols" were promptly melted down; and they now, in
the form of a window grating, keep thieves from a gentleman's
house in Mosul.
The old order is changing in Mosul as elsewhere; or will
change when the Baghdad Railway comes and brings light
and sanitation into its picturesque corruption. The domi-
nation of the present governing clique will go, and one hopes
that something better will take its place. Will whatever
happens to come be a real improvement on the open bribery
of Sabonji, and the humorous tolerance of Tahir Pasha ?
Some things will mend. The small merchant, for instance,
will no longer be made to buy his stock from the local
member of the administrative council; and warned that
if he dares to import for himself from Aleppo, that caravan,
at any rate, will not pass the Shammar Arabs, The youthful
* Jonah is still a great personage in the district. The Fast which he
is said to have instituted, now known as the " Rogation of the Ninevites/' is
still observed annually by the members of all religious denominations
extraordinary survival even in this extraordinary land.